System Safety Society Annual Report - 2003
The following are the highlights of the accomplishments of the System Safety Society for the Society Year ending 30 June 2003.
President Clif Ericson: In a continuation of the examples set by Paige Ripani and her predecessor, Perry D’Antonio using the Society's Guiding Principles of integrity, teamwork, excellence and purposefulness, the Society achieved many things this year. These successes were lead by a dedicated team of SSS Officers, Directors, Chapter Presidents, support teams and other professionals that worked endless hours together and separately to support the SSS vision. Thank you all for your service to the Society.

SSS Web Site.  The web site was updated this year with a new navigation system. Several features are being planned for incorporation into the web site.  Future plans include a means for Society Officers and Directors to post and update information which could be viewed or downloaded but not replaced or modified by any visitor.  Another planned feature is the capability to complete forms, such as membership applications and conference registration, electronically on-line.  Another planned feature is “Secure E-Commerce” which will allow visitors to the web site to pay for goods and services on-line.  Finally, plans are to add a “Members Only Area” which will be password controlled and allow members access to the Society membership directory and other business areas.    
Electronic Versions of Technical Information.  The Tennessee Valley Chapter continues to manage the CD ROM project for the society.  The CD2001 sales have been finalized with a gross income of $4,955.   The sales for CD2002 are being finalized.  A total of 3 update sets and 18 regular CD sets were sold, including one non-member set.  The gross income was $1815.  After expenses, the profits are divided equally between the Tennessee Valley Chapter and the System Safety Society.    
Protection of Society Materials. The Society received notification from the U.S. Trademark Office that the society’s name and logo have been officially trademarked.  Special thanks go to the Albuquerque Chapter for their funding and efforts in filing the U.S. applications for protection.

System Safety Analysis Handbook.  Total Sales for the System Safety Analysis Handbook in Society Year 03 increased by 23% over the total sales reported for Society Year 02.  Total sales for paper copies of the handbook were 55 and CD sales were 51 during Society Year 03.
2002 International System Safety Conference.  The Society completed another successful conference in Denver, CO.  Congratulations to the entire 2002 Conference Committee.  
Next Executive Council Meeting. The Society has scheduled an Executive Council meeting in Ottawa, Canada on 3–4 August 2003 (Sunday and Monday), prior to the conference. The EC consist of the newly elected officers, new and current Directors, Chapter Presidents, and the Immediate Past President. 
International System Safety Conferences.  The 2003 Conference Committee has worked tirelessly to ensure the success of this year’s conference.  Thanks to the entire committee and Paul Kryska, Director of Conferences, for a job well done.  Paul Kryska also worked hard at securing sites for both the 2004 and 2005 Conferences. The 2004 ISSC will be held in Providence, RI, and the 2005 Conference will be held in San Diego, CA.  Once again, the Navy’s NOSSA has committed to co-sponsor the ISSC for 2004 in Providence, RI.  Jon Derickson, incoming Director of Conferences, joined Paul Kryska in site visits for five hotels in the San Diego area.  Based upon their recommendation, the Executive Council approved the Westin Horton Plaza as the host hotel for the 2005 Conference. 
Journal of System Safety.  JSS continued to improve with innovative ideas such as the new electronic version. Two electronic versions of the JSS were added to the annual publication schedule this year.  More and more advertisers are seeking the Journal to promote their businesses, announce training opportunities, search for new employees and more.  The number of smaller (1/4 to ½ page) advertisements has increased while maintaining the three full page advertisements.  The increase is related this years increase in corporate discount from 10% to 15%.   Advertising revenue has increased again this year as well as increased subscriptions for the Society.  
OVP Positions Filled.  Four new names were added to the list of OVPs.  Jon Dickerson was approved as OVP of Conferences for Finances.  Jeff Speer was approved as OVP of Conferences for Registration.  Mario Fierro was approved to replace Terrell Swindall as OVP of WEB Development.  Jim Gibbons was approved as OVP for Education.
Membership. The Society’s corporate membership growth continued in an upward trend for 2003 but the previous four year growth pattern in individual Society membership leveled off.  Corporate membership grew by 41% from 41 on July 1, 2002 to 58 on June 30, 2003.  This growth was partially influenced by a new policy on corporate membership which includes a flexible price structure that was approved by the Executive Council in April.  During that time, the total membership declined by 2% from 861 to 841.  The USA memberships declined by 6% from 760 to 712 while the non-USA memberships increased by 27% from 101 to 129.  In order for the Society to grow, we must continue to build our infrastructure and reach out to our membership’s needs and the needs of industry.

The 2003 Society Year ended with a total of 18 active chapters.  The Executive Council approved the addition of a new chapter in Germany that raises the number of international chapters to two.  National chapters continued mixed growth with some chapters increasing in membership while others struggled to maintain current levels.  
During this past year, three new members were upgraded to Senior Member. They were Melissa Emery (January 03), Paul Kryska (March 03), and James Gibbons (April 03).  
System Safety Society Presentations.  Clif Ericson provided SSS presentations at meetings of the ASSE, AIHA, National Fireman’s Association and Department of Justice Safety.

Budget.  The income for the 2003 Society Year was $170,291. The expenses totaled $164,553.  The year ending balance was approximately $173,000.  A proposal was approved to allow funds from the Joint Council for Health, Safety, and Environmental Education of Professionals to go to the National Safety Council.  The budget for the 2004 Society Year was approved by the Executive Council.
2002 EC Action Items List. There were 9 Action Items from the 2002 EC meeting. 
1.
Bill Pottratz to identify money the society can put into a long-term account and proper account type to put it in.  Bring to EC for a vote.

2.
Niles Welch to prepare cost analysis on frequency of issues and adding color to the JSS and present to the EC.  Mr. Welch to put together cost estimates for bimonthly publications in the next two months.  Quality  vs. quantity.

3.
Clif Ericson to get with Steve Mattern, Bill Pottratz, and Josh McNeil to discuss how the handbook should be handled and if a position needs to be created to handle the business end.

4.
Clif Ericson requested that the membership team concentrate on the DC and LA chapters and report to him on the findings on a monthly basis.

5.
Clif Ericson stated that he would investigate the Florida situation.  They have one year before they are declared inactive.  The chapter has about $20,000 in their society account that should be turned over to Headquarters if they become inactive.

6.
Tasked Josh McNeil to initiate a marketing program to let members and non-members know the value of the society.

7.
Tasked Barry Hendrix to initiate a planned membership drive to bring in more members from system safety and related safety fields. 

8.
Tasked Steve Smith to initiate an effort to write a SSS Best Practice for industry use document.

9.
Tasked Benny Smith to initiate a plan for chapter resurrection or to develop a new chapter strategy.
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